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THE! 2. 


. and Lamentable 


CRY OF 


OPPRESSION 


AN'D 


CRUELTY 


In the CITY of 


BRIST 


T is remarkable, that two Gentlemen ( f'1r ſo they 
[ would be accounted) wiz. Sheritt Knight, aid 
ohu #Helliyr an Atiorncy, athiled with foncInfe- 
rior Officers, and arude multitude ot Youth, cc. 
have been, for ſo1pe Months lalt paſt, moſt vigorous 1 
the ſevere proſecution of Diflenting Proteſtauts in the 
ſad City, whoſe Fury hath tranſported them beyond 
all boynds of Humanity, Law and Juſtice. the; 
are not content with their on reſpettive Offices of 
Shcrifi and Conſtable, (for the Contervation of his 
Majeſties Peace, in Subordination to his Jultices,) and 
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addition of the Place of Informers, but they Peremp- 
torily aſſume to themſelves 'the Authority of Juſtices 
and Rulers over the Heads of the Lawful and Chief 
Magiſtrates of that City, to the great difparagment 
andInfamy of the Polity thereof, as by the following 
particulars is evinced. EEE 

I. John Helliar, attended with other Officers, and a 
rude multitude, did in a moſt riotous manner deface and 
ſpoile ſeveral Houſes which are Free-holds, ( be- 
cauſe in part thereof , the Diſſenters uſually have 
wet ) to the value of ſome hundreds of pounds , 
much of which have been afted upon the Lord's Day, 
with Iron Sledges, and other Tools, making a terci- 
ble noiſe, to the great wonder ani amazement 
of the Inhabitants of the ſaid Ciry, and of Strangers 
and Tradeſmen thaf came to the Fair : At which time 
much of this was Tranſatted, by occaſion whereof, 
as alſo by the Exceſſive Spoil upon ſome Tradefmen: 
Goods in the Fair, the Trade and Commerce was 
much diſtracted and ſpoiled ; and many with great 
diſappointments forced to rcturn home under fore dit- 
couragments and diſcontents. 


Secondly, The ſaid perſons after the aforeſaid de- 
facing and ſpoil made upon the Houſes , have taken 
and kept polleſſion, not ſuffering the Inhabitants, Te- 
nants or others to Re-<cnter. 


Thirdly, Many of the ſaid Difſenters are violent- 
ly pulled and forced out of their Meetings, and the 
Doors barred again(t them : Theſe offticious Gentle- 
men, viz, Sheriti Knight aud John Helliar, with hy 

rude 


(3) 


rude Multitude attending them, have conſtantly viſited 


the Quakers Mectings without doors, near their uſual 
place of Meeting, where,in their preſence,theRude Per- 


ſons have offered very groſs abuſes ; by haleinz Perſon:, 


beating fome and tearing of Womens Scarfs, and other 
ſhameful Incivilities. And it hath been obſerved, 
that theſe things have been done, at the abuſive Exaim- 
ple of John Helliar; and notice given by him in thele 
or ſach like words, to wit, Boyer, have a care of the 
Womens Hoods and Scarfes, &c. upon which they have 
fallen to ſuch their abuſive Work. 


Fowrthly, Beſides theſe fordid Abuſcs, the Per- 
ſons aforelaid , UIL. Sheritt Knight F aid John 
Helliar, with their Retinue, have frequently come 
to diſſipate the (ſaid Veetings (» early, b:tore any 
pretext of Religious Exerciſe performed by the 
Mecters, and have ſeveral times ſent a conlicterable 
number to Priſons ad their own voluntary pleaſures, 
viz. Bridewell tw\Newgate, without convening them 
before any: of his Majefties Juſtices: of Peace, or Jus 
dicial Examination or Warrant of Commirtme'i, and 
there deiain'd them tor ſome time, | till brought butore 
the Mayor or other Juſtiges. 

| 

Fiftily, But that winch molt aggravates their mers 
cileſs Cruelty, is, their throng and crouding th.) 
numbers mn the Goal, which is known to be a Strair, 
Naſty and offenlive Goal ; wi: i,, 2tter they had Im- 
priſoned: near . Fifty, there was fuch {traitat.. of 
lodging, that all could no! 104 ue at once, wihour 
crouding three or four in a v.ry narrow Fed ; Seve- 
ral account» of credible peiion; are given, tit the 
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© Baſt Lords Day being the 26 of Febrwrry,they ſent forty 


more of the Quakers, | firlt ta Bridewell 3 aud hen 
about ten of the Clock of the ſame Night, removed 
them to Newgate: And that Night Thirty five were 
forced' to (fit up, for whom there was no Beds; fome 
lay upon the Table-board, .and ſome under the Paard, 
where the Maſtiff Dog uſed to lic, having the Foot, 
frame of the Board for their Pillows ſo making what 
ſhift they could to pet a. little reſt. The next Night 
they got in ſome Matts, where they lay as thick as 
they could thereon, in a cold Room, an;l fame in Has 
mocks over their Heads, and in the morning they took 
up their lodging, and heaped it up, to wake Room 
for to pals by , it being the publick Tharough-ftare of 
the Gaol. 


$ixthly, Before this laſt crouding of theſe Perſons 
1n Goal, the Priſoners had not been-wanting to addreſs 
the Magiſtrates for Enlargement of the Priſon, laying 
the danger, not only of ther Healths but Lives be- 
fore them, as alſo of InfeCftion to the City : whereup- 
on one Chict Magiſtrate did openly confels, That if 
he had a Dog he loved, be would not pat bim there. 
And the Mayor and other Juſtices in purſuance of a for- 
mer Order of Seflions, have urged for the Knlarge- 
ment of the Goal, and AXichard Lane Eſquire, the'El- 
der Sheriff gave conſent and deſired it. But the fat 
Sherift Knight, like a perſon void of all good Na- 
tuze and Humanity, hath been the chick obſ{tructer 
therein, as divers Indifterent and Credible Perſons 
- _ Neighbour-hood have certified under their 

ands. | 
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- Severthly, But this i3 not all the miſery that thele 
People are expoſed to, with refpet to the endan- 
gering of their Lives, for while they are under thefe 
hard uſages in Priſon, divers of them have been great- 
ly ſpoiked by exorbitant Diftreſſes made upon their 
Houſhold Goods, Shop-ware, and Merchandigez in 
which John Helliay is principally officious, ſparing not to 
break open Doors of Houſes Shops and Cellars, ec. car- 
rying away Linnen, Beds and Bedding, Plate, Bra(s and 
Pewter, &c. taking from one Merchant, for aFine af Fen 
pounds five ſhillings, a Tun of Wine, and Six pounds 
in Money beſides out of his Counter ; pulling off 
one man's Coat from his Back in his own Houſe, and 


taking Ten pounds odd Money out of his Pocket : 


Beſides, is notoriouſly known how moſt 'ſhamefully 
they under-ſell the Goods Diſtrimed. All which Pre- 
cedent Barbarittes, ſeem to befpeak a deſign of De- 
ſtruction to the ſaid People, both in their Perfons and 
Eſtates, with abſolute Ruin to their Wives, Children, 
and Poſterity : Beſides, the great Diſtreſs that is here- 
by brought upon many poor Families, that have de- 
pendance upon divers Sufferers in their Trades and Ma- 
nufaQturies, divers of the ſaid Priſoners and Sufferers are 
known tobe confiderabte * im Trade md Traffic, 
by means whereof ſome Thouſands per Annum have 
accrewed to his Majcſtics Cuſtomes, 
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.* The Conſideration of the: ſaid ſad; Premiſles. hath 
| brought great amazement and conſternation uron mia- 
, .ny of his Majeſties Subjeds being Spettators, being very 
'_ Anxious about the Deſign, Tendance and Conſequence 
.of theſe-proceedings :; The yerity. of matter of Fatt 
; hereby expoſed is not aggravated with, all chegrievous 
Circumſtances attending the ſaid proſecution; notori- 
ouſly known in the laid City, and many other, places ; 
Many indifterent and: Credible perſons being able and 
ready to atteſt the ſame. 9's 31 ke T4317 


© . The precedent Account being an Abreviation out,of 
'ſome Letters. from Credible Perſons in Briftols the 
further Relation of the Cruelty and Arburary  Prg- 
.ceediags; of the befoxe-meutioncd , and others their 
Abbettors and Aſliſtants, 1s left tothe immediate Suffe- 
rers themſelves. toinlarge on .1n due time, aud as they 
ſhall ſe Cauſe, '. :21, 1 5 Fat 
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